
THE SOUTH AFRICAN CHALKBOARD TURNS 50 

The year 2006 marks the 50th anniversary of a product that three generations of South

Africans have been exposed to since childhood - but most take for granted. Over half-a-

million System 1000 chalk boards, produced from durable vitreous enamelled steel, have

been installed in Southern African schools and educational institutions since 1956. 

Boris Yawitch,  chairman and one of the founders of Vitrex – today the leading local

manufacturer of these cost-effective writing boards – has been involved in the chalkboard

industry virtually since its  inception in  South Africa.  The first  System 1000 vitreous

enamelled  steel  chalkboard  was produced on the East  Rand by Hendler  Seaporcel  in

1956, a company Yawitch was to join in the early 70’s. He subsequently left Seaporcel to

become  a  co-founder  of  Vitrex,  which  eventually  took  over  the  local  production  of

chalkboards.

 “The  durability  of  our  System  1000  vitreous  enamelled  steel  chalkboards  is  quite

remarkable - some units installed in the Western Cape almost half a century ago are still

in use. No these chalkboards became the SABS quality yardstick with the adoption of the

SABS CK36 standard,” Yawitch observed.

The chalkboards have a vitreous enamelled steel surface created when an application of

an inorganic coating consisting of glass, oxides and various minerals is fused to a steel

base at temperatures of around 740O C. The final product is a robust board with a surface

of unlimited durability.

Chalkboard  surfaces  are  matt  and  finely  structured,  olive  green  in  colour,  giving

maximum chalk contrast and readability, whilst at the same time remaining easy to erase.

Optimum viewing is ensured from all angles due to the almost total absence of reflection.

The boards are available in a combination of wall mounted individual boards or folding

type boards, made up of standard wall mounted boards and swing leaves. Swing leaves

consist of double sided vitreous enamelled steel sheets fixed within epoxy coated tubular

steel sections.

The boards and the swing leaves are available with white permanent markings, i.e. 50

mm  lines,  50  x  50  mm  squares,  music  staves,  and  are  supplied  complete  with  all

necessary fixing components.

The original green chalkboard synonymous with classrooms eventually evolved into the

upmarket white writing board that is now the norm for corporate training. Vitrex has over

the  years  also  diversified  into  the  production  of  an  extensive  range  of  ancillary

educational  and  audio  visual  products  such  as  pinning  boards,  notice  boards  and

projection screens. 



“Vitrex’s  Teach-a-Board  range  of  chalk  boards,  for  example,  was  developed  for  use

outside as well as inside the classroom, and is ideal for field trips and sporting events or

as a fixture inside the classroom,” Yawitch added.  

Ends

Three generations have learnt from it: the vitreous enamelled steel chalkboard has been

produced in South Africa for almost half a century.
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